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Summary
Football in Poland trough many decades was considered as a national sport. Football 

matches of Polish teams in international competitions enjoy unflagging popularity, despite 
poor results in recent years. Football fan groups are among the best organized social 
groups. They care many noble, long-standing traditions. Low quality and level of Polish foot-
ballers performance  is an important concern for these groups. However, the Polish football 
can not complain about the lack of funds for development. Many local authorities subsidize 
local teams. Many teams have a rich patrons. Many benefit from the sponsorship of big 
corporations. The purpose of this paper is to test whether high expenditures are matching 
a  playing level of local professional teams. The study included 520 Polish teams playing 
matches in the professional leagues in the season 2011/12. It was taken into considerstion 
both: the number of  scored goals, and the level and acquired points in their leagues. The 
results clearly show that the best play quality in Poland tend to be located in regions where 
mining industry is thriving, and the worst are in rural areas far from large cities. It turns out, 
however, that funding for clubs by local authorities, both metropolitan as well as municipal 
or rural authorities, does not affect the quality of the competition.

keywords: football, league, subsidies, sponsorship, sports geography
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