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RELATIONS INI'I‘ IATIVES AND PROSPECT S FOR ACI‘ IONl

Poland’s relatrons w1th the BMENA reglon have evolved over the last decade or so:-
they were relatlvely intensive before 1989, which was followed by a break caused by
refocusing the state’s efforts on polmcal and economic transformation and pursult of -
its international aspirations, whereas since late 19905 there has been a growmg mter- ‘
est § m co-operation with BMENA countries.” '
- Poland’s bilateral relations with Arab countnes date back to the 19505 The hm-
1ted 51gmﬁcance of the region was and still is a stable element of Poland’s forergn pol-
icy towards this part of the world. Even in the:period ‘of the most active interest in mu-
~ tual contacts, i.e. in the: 1970s and 1980s, the scale of co- operatxon was ummpressrve o
“Nonetheless until - this day there. persist ' memories. and experiences: ‘gained from in-
;volvement in large investment projects carried out, among. others, by Polish compa-.
nies, mcludmg construction - of manufactunng and cement plants, as well ‘as invest-
ments in " basic"infrastructure in- Arab  countries.” Other ‘co-operation areas ‘included
research work, especrally in archaeology, where mutual act1v1t1es had been very inten-
sive untll 1989 later the relatlons loosened e D :

) * Authors are research fellows at the Pohsh lnstxtute of Intematxonal Affais in Warsaw. k
"1 This article is based on'tlie speech delivered during the conference Fmdmg Common’ Grounds, Slovak
. Foreign Policy Assocnatlon, Bratislava, 17 February 2006 and is an elaborated version of the article by the authors -
Polska a szerszy Bliski Wschéd (BMENA) Sto.sunla i perspektywy w.spolprucy, “Polskl Przeglqd Dyplomatyczny”
) 2006 No 2(30), pp. 83-100. 3 '

% See: H.-Obeidat, St(l\rznkx PoI.skz z Egzptem i lrakrem w lutach 1955-1989 (doctora] thesrs), Jagxello-» e

t5e nian Umversxty, Krakow 2000.
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: Slnce the: 1989 breakthrough there have been three tendencles in the approach
‘of ‘subsequent " Pohsh governments towards. co-operation with North. African and
‘Middle Eastern states: ‘renewal of old diplomatic_contacts and estabhshment of new
ties: and’ mstrtutlonahzatlon ‘of co-operatron strengthening - -of economic relations
leading to trade exchange; 1nvolvement in actlons almed at development of democ- _
racy and respect-for human rights. - e ,
‘Although, as it was said earlier, BMENA countnes are not a prlorrty in Pohsh. -
forelgn policy, in recent years.there have been some changes and the 1mportance of
the region for Poland has been growing, :: : _
- Poland’s accession to the European Umon was of pnmary 1mportance for it’s
“the State s policy towards BMENA. This was deterrmned | by two main reasons. First,
: obtalmng the status of a EU member state had been a major ob_]ectrve of Polish for-
~eign policy since the beginning of:1990s. Most actions carried out by the government
‘had been subordinated to the attainment of this objectlve As a result.of completlon
of the preparations and the ‘accession itself a long-standing priority vanished giving
 way to new challenges Second, by entering the EU, Poland overnight became a party
~to a number of 1mt1at1ves carried out by the EU and addressed to North- African and
.Middle Eastern states.’ To recapitulate, for Poland its EU membership means not
~'only the need to get involved in some forms of bilateral and multilateral co-operation
established earlier, but also a new dimension of the entire- Polish' foreign policy, -
~namely, that of global aspirations of the Union wh1ch can be achleved only through
.co-operation and involvement of all Member States.* adid
- Another factor behind the changes is Poland’s mvolvement in the stabllrzatlon ‘
~of Iraq According to Polish authorities, it was the first time for. Poland as a democ-
‘ratic state to act on such a scale. against violation ‘of human rights - during Saddam
- Hussein’s: reglme In this way: our- country .demonstrated-its ‘capacity to carry.out
stabilization mission in co-operation wrth a large group of states, but also decided to
incur expenses (material and human).> As a result of its involvement in:Iraq, Poland
became’even  more -dedicated 'to- mamtalmng order-and . stabilization: in the entlre
Mrddle East as these two factors have major.impact on global security.: S
..Poland is in the course of building — even if not always in a conscious manner
—a new identity resulting from an unavoidable change in perception of international
* environment:and Poland’s place in the global system ‘For. decades a major factor
shaping mtematlonal relations :had-been the Cold War d1v1510n between East- and
~*'West ‘which differed not only-in terms of: economic: advancement. but also — and’
. above all — of 1deology The process of democratlc change in the whole Central and

"3 Cf. K. Skubiszewski, Kilka uwag o polityce zagranicznej Polski jako czlonka Unii Europejskiej, [in:)

Rzecz o przyszlosci Europy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union Department, Warszawa 2005, p. 50. )

ACK Informacja rzqdu na temat polskiej polityki zagranicznej w 2003 roku (przedstawiona przez ministra’

.spraw zagramcznych na postedzemu Sejmu w dmu 22 styczma 2003 roku), www msz. gov pl/Wystapleme Mi

: mstra 1644 html. .

" 3 See on this subjcct Btlans dotychczasowego udzraiu palsla w mzs]z stabxlxzacy]nej w ]raku, lnformatron

Centre Mmrstry ‘of National Defence, Warszawa [2005).

' .- See: Euro-Mediterranean Co-operalwn Enlargmg and Wzdemng the Perspecttve, ed A ] acob s, ‘ZE1

‘Discussion Paper C131 2004. ) . B ’
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Eastem Europe ‘along with:economic:-modemization followed by:the accession of
a number of countries to NATO and the EU made Poland -change its ways of per- -
ceiving the world. Old.divisions vanished and were replaced by 'new ones (mainly
along the North/South axis) and Poland becamé a member of an exclusive club ofthe. -
rich North. What is more, wealth in the first place implies obllgatrons which means
that we are no longer recipients of aid but we have become its donors. Naturally, aid.
offered is both material (financial) and non-material (know-how), though the latter is
in-a way easier to 1mplement than the former. This change, however, takes time, and
therefore . there still prevails a belief (N.B.:'communicated in exp11c1t terms in the
Strategy :of the. Republic of: Poland towards  non-European Countnes ) that. support
should be: granted to those reglons wh1ch guarantee med1a effect and' certam eco-‘
nomlc benefits.iii oo R

...... . The:growing nnportance of wrdely understood Mlddle East in Pohsh forelgn
pollcy is confirmed in both declarations and concrete ‘actions:: Refemng to the for-
mer, subsequent' policy statements delivered by: Poland’s successive foreign minis--
ters’ are: worth mentioning.: Although in 2002 Minister Wiodzimierz C1moszew1cz
admitted that “in recent years Poland’s rélations with non-European countries ex-.
perrenced a'slowdown” and pointed to our country’s “selective activity (;..) i in ‘Africa
and the'Middle East”®, he announced that Polish forelgn pohcy would- “1ncreasmgly
pay attention to strategic 1mportance of non-European regions™ % and co-operate with
them. Subsequent policy statements stressed that Poland was: becomrng a participant

in the process of globalization (as'an EU member state) and should contnbute more-
to development aid-enabling- modernization: and :socio-economic - development of

- non-European regions, become involved in dctions’aimed at maintaining peace and
security there (Iraq being just an’ example) and support initiatives leading to democ-
ratization of individual states: All these should be carried out primarily within Euro-
pean structures. In reference to the above, Poland has to intensify its economic, po-
litical ‘and cultural activity in- non-European’ reglons ‘The.Middle East:is a-number
one ‘priority region due, among ‘others; to numerous historical and’current ties be-
tween Poland and countries of that region.:In his policy statement delivered in 2005
Minister Adam Daniel Rotfeld pointed to thé fourth most 1mportant priority in Polish
forelgn policy, namely, efforts aimed at stabilization and modermzatron of Iraq (sup-
ported by growing involvement of pnvate compames) G ‘

' ' From Poland’s perspective the growing 1mportance of non-European regrons is .
fuxther_conﬁrmed by adoption by the Polish government of two significant. strate- -
gies: Strategy for Poland’s Development Co-operation (October 2003) and Strategy

7 Cf. Strategta RP w odmestemu do po.aeuropejskrch krajow ro-wyajqqych sxe, Warszawa, XI 2004 '
www msz gov.pl/files/docs/Strategia_kraje_roz.pdf, p. 14 -
 Informacja Ministra Spraw Zagranicznych RP WIodzrmterza Ctmoszewxczu 0 podstawowych kterunkach
polttyh zagranicznej (przedslawxona na. l6 posxedzemu Sejmu w dmu N marca 2002 roku) WWW.ITISZ. gov
pl/Wystapleme Ministra, l648 html """ iR R : R
; ? Ibidem.. : e ; Fon s :
e MCF, Injbnnacja qudu na temat poIsktej pontykz zagramcznej przedstawxona na posxedzemu Sejmu 21
styc_ma 2005 roku przez ministra spraw zagramcznych RP prof Aa'ama Damela Rotﬁzlda, WWW.msz. gov pl/Wy -
stapleme Ministra.(tekst), 1160. html. o 2, . ey T
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of the Repubhc of Poland towards- non-European Developmg Countries (November
2004). They are important instruments in increasing Poland’s involvement in actions
carried out in the Middle East as well. The former document focuses on Polish de-
“velopment aid. It pornts to the: fact that priority is assigned- to selected developmg
countries' which maintain relatlons with Poland at a significant level, and implement
. political ‘transformation processes; i.e. mainly: the countries of Eastern:and South-
Eastern Europe, as well as developmg countries and those undergoing transformation
~ whose residents include large groups of ethnic Poles (another category compnses

N humamtanan and ad hoc.aid. granted e.g. in'the case of conflict and . crisis.preven-

tion).!!. These states, although not ranked at the top of the list, may include- BMENA
countries, which is reflected in aid action plans and. practice discussed later i in this
. presentation. The latter of the strategies 'is a comprehensrve document setting aims,
" objectives and instruments. of co-operatlon w1th developmg countnes and detarled
aspects of co-operation with individual regions.'? i

-~ The Strategy towards Developing non—European Countrtes says among others,
that one of Polish policy priorities should consist in expandmg the body of laws and
treaties, as agreements are major co-operatlon mstruments ‘This intention, at least
‘ towards BMENA countries, is justified since there: are several co-operation areas
- which require . 1nst1tut10nal support Partlcularly -worth ‘noting :in_ this context ‘are
agreements on’ facxhtatmg employment abroad: and/or providing legal . assistance;
Poland has:signed with most. of:the region’s states agreements on’ supporting and
protecting .investment and avoiding double taxatron as'well as agreements. on;cul-
tural-and résearch and development co- operatron 3 Both' strategles and agreements
: form a solid base for. developmg bi- and multilateral relations. e

- Co-operation in science and academic educatlon is the only area in Wthh bl-
, lateral co-operation between Poland and the region’s states has flourished for years.
Every year students and doctoral students from BMENA countries come to Poland to
continue their education. This co-operation also enables Polish researchers to partici-
“pate-in trameeshrp programmes ‘in.the’ Arab world:: Trade ‘exchange, on,the other
hand, is developing more dynamically and has reached the USD. 1 million threshold:
Increase in Polish exports to most of BMENA countrles is worth notmg, although the
potentlal still remains to be fully explored..: i

.Poland engages in multilateral relatlons mostly as:a. member state of the
European Umon As such 1t partrcrpates in: mrtlatrves camed out wrthm the frame-

) Mt Strategia polskief wspolpracy na rzecz rozwoju. Przy;eta przez Rade Mmlstrow w dmu 21 pa.dzxer-
mka 2()()3 r., www.msz.gov.pl/files/docs/STRATEGIA.doc, p. 6.

" 2 In the “Near and Middle East region” which includes Iran, Saudi Arabla UAE and Kuwait as priority
states, and lraq as a significant state, the principal objective in political and security sphere is stabilization and-
assistance in modemization: of Iraq, supporting efforts leading to solution of Israeli-Palestinianconflict, while
- important objectives include sustaining dxalogue with regional Arab partners and Iran, seeking understanding andp :
support from Gulf Council states and other countries of the Arab Peninsula in the context of our involvement in
Iraq, maintaining direct relations with them'at significant level established in 2003. In the area of economy Poland
. strives to achieve a status of a reliable partner to countries of the region, renew investment activity and increase..
* the volume of trade. In the casc of *Africa” it should be noted that favourable co-opcranon prospeets relatc mainly
to North African states: Egypt, Algerid, Morocco and Tunisia are considered priority states, while Libya is consid-
ered a 51gnxﬂcant state. Cf. Strategia RP w odniesieniu do pozaewropejskich krajow ro-wyajqcych sxq 5 pp 32-47 R

1 See: Intemetowa baza tralrtatowa WWW.mSsZ. gov pl/apps/apps/"portlet—bpt/lmkl ; ;
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work of Euro-Medlterranean partnershlp and European Nelghbourhood Policy; it is
also -very. much. mterested in’ strengthening ‘relations. with the Gulf Co-operatron'
Council: Poland’s relations with BMENA countries are also determined by its obli-
gatrons towards international organizations. Currently Poland is an active participant
_in NATO’s Mediterranean dialogue, which is particularly visible in the cases of Al-
geria and Libya. 1t offers specialist staff training and assistance in modernization of
post-Soviet military equipment. In this context Algeria is an important partner as it is

- perceived as the main US ally in North Africa in combating terror and has been asso-

ciated with the EU since April 2002. Moreover, it strives to apply. NATO standards in
the area of orgamzatron ‘training and professionalization of armed forces. Algeria is
an active participant in- Partnershlp for Peace and Medlterranean dlalogue and an '

o vorgamzer of military exercises and manoeuvres. -

“ At the: moment’ Poland stnves to reconstruct’ those relatrons w1th BMENA

countriés which cooled down or loosened after-1989. Closer economic co-operatxon .

“especially with countries grouped in the Gulf Co-operatron Council is currently of
crucial importance. The aim of such co-operation is above all to increase the volume
of mutual trade. Importance of the Persian Gulf region also results from" Poland’
pursurt of additional sources of energy; as e.g. natural gas imported from Qatar. . -

~'Poland maintains major: commercial relations with BMENA countries, result-
ing: from our mvolvement in Iraq but’also’ from EU and NATO membershlp None-
theless, the mission in Iraq has comphcated our pohcy towards these states which is
currently carried out m a hlghly sensmve manner 1n order to avord destabllrzatlon in
the reglon re i SRt e

To: recaprtulate, Poland currently strrves to mamtam its' pos1tlon in the Arab
world and to strengthen it gradually especrally in the area of trade. Democratization
of the region is- equally 1mportant although we reahze that 1t requlres cautron due to
" cultural drfferences THESRRE ol b v el :

'_ Pohsh lmtlatrves in the BMENA regron

A e s ?x VL : » ! . H :
Poland is proud of its mvolvement ina number of actlvmes camed out in areas cov-
ered by international initiatives addressed to BMENA countnes These mcluded both
govemmental and non-govemmental 1mt1at1ves i B fone P

Governmental 1n1t1at1ves
‘In Poland 'S current forelgn pohcy towards BMENA states pnonty is assrgned to
Iraq. Poland’s main objective consists in taking part in the stabrhzatlon of that coun- -
try, as this is the necessary condition for contributing to its democratization.'* During
. h1s v1s1t to Iraq in’ December 2005 Prime Mlmster Kaznmerz Marcmkrewrcz an-

B " ’Ihese actions are also detenmned by Poland’s efforts to ensure the repayment of USD 780 mllhon debt
- incurred by prevrous Iraqi governments back in'1980s. "1 : NI TR g

4
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nounced a plan for reconstruction of relatrons wrth that country, which, as it is hoped,
will be ‘implemented shortly. :Since 2003 Poland has assisted: the Iraqgi-armed and
secunty forces in training and modernisation: aﬁer the collapse of Saddam Hussein’s-
- regime. A number of specialist’courses; addressed e. g. to the newly created pohce
. forces was conducted, not only within Iraq, but in Poland as well.:; S
' .:As part of academic exchange Polish’ universities_train physrclans, englneers
i and other specralrsts who often perform: 1mportant functrons in the:Arab world:in. -
their later careers. In. exchange Arab countries’ offer educational ‘programmes .to
" Polish academics specrahzmg in Arab studies: Poland is in fact able to’ continue to
offer. educatronal pathways to specialists from BMENA countries also at the level of
doctoral studies. Palestlman Authority can serve as:a good example here: in.2004
" Poland hosted 52- Palestinian nationals who attended university  studies, doctoral
programmes post-graduate medical traineeships .and medical consultant ‘study pro-
grammes."? Polish-Arab academic and research co-operatron is partrcularly close and
evident in the field of archaeology. Polish archaeologrcal mrss1ons are actrvely work-
, 1ng in Egypt Sudan, Syria and Lebanon.’ .

“In 2005 the Polish'government presented pro_lects dealmg wrth elrrrunatron of
depots of weapons of mass destruction (chemical weapons) situated among others in
Libya, to.be: rmplemented in the coming years. Poland’s assistance also:consists in
transforming munitions factories producmg chemical: weapons into: civil.industrial
plants. The state has also offered the constructron of concentrated mtrogen ac1d plant
and specialist training for- Libyan engrneers :

" Apart from Iraq, Poland has not excluded the possrbrlrtres of close rrnhtary co-
- operation with. certain BMENA states, as e.g’ with Libya or Algeria; Poland offers
basic and advanced training courses, also provided locally, mutual-exercises. within -
strategic dialogs, exchange of information on the role of armed forces in society, as
“well as assrstance support and development a1d and the creatron of twmnlng or _|ornt
units."

Multrlateral initiatives 1nclude activities camed out by the Pohsh-Arab Charn-
ber of Commerce which has representatives in a number of Arab.countries. The aim
of its activities is to facrlrtate commercral relatlons between Polrsh compames and
therr Arab partners. vl I L 3

¢ As part of multrlateral 1n1t1at1ves some POllSh unlversrtres mdependently estab-
' hshed co-operatron with numerous Arab academic-and research institutions.  This co-
operation is conducted according to expectatrons and capacrtres of the given institu-
tion outside governmental' control, most often in the:form of projects: The following
“Polish academic institutions maintain such forms of close: co-operation: ‘Warsaw .
Umversrty, Wroclaw Umversrty, Lodz Umversrty, the Unrversrtles of Technology in

ERRR Data PoIska wspalpraca na rzecz rvzwvju = raport roczny 2004 www msz. gov pl/ﬂles/docs/pomoc
pr2 pdf, p. 35.: :
) 3 lnformatlon source: Mmlstry of National Defence lntematlonal Cooperatlon Department lt must be

notcd that Poland’s military have been active in BMENA states since the 1960s with the UN peacekeeping mis-
sions.  Currently Poland maintains large troops contmgencles within UNIFIL-2 (Lebanon) and UNDOF (Syria and .
. Israel), as well as in Afghamstan within ISAF and finally in Irag. In this text, however, Poland’s pammpatron in
" 'UN peacekeepmg in the region and aid activities in BMENA are separated.” : . .
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Gdansk, Wroclaw and Rzeszow, and the Agncultural Umversrty in- Krakow Th1$ is

: armed at exchange of scientific informationand staff, and at joint research.

i In the context of development co-operation, priority states mclude Afghamstan‘» ,

; iand Iraq, and = since 2005 = the Palestinian: Authority. In 2004 (in other words, in’
' the first year following the adoption ‘of the. Strategy for Poland’s’ Development Co-
-operation) initiatives targeted at Afghanistan and Iraq included an invitation to tender
‘addressed to NGOs and aimed at 'selecting organizations which could carry out pro-.
jects according to objectives defined by the Ministry of Foreign  Affairs. In the case’
-of Afghanistan priorities included: reconstruction and strengthening:of medical and ~ -
-educational infrastructure and technical assistance in political and economic recon-'

struction (including reconstruction of state administration structures and creation of -
local government system).-In'the case of Iraq, on the other hand, the priorities were.
-as follows: water supply, provision' of hosprtal,eqmpment, technical: assistance. . for
‘managers in creating state administration structures and for entrepreneurs in building:

:and reinforcing market- economy. Humanitarian aid granted in 2004 to Darfur (Su- .

~dan) and Iran should also be mentioned. In the case of Afghanistan the plan for.2005
-was to spend PLN 750,000 (PLN 250,000 in'2004) for: 1mplementatlon of projects in

the following areas (apart from the ones mentioned above): support for development,

.of agriculture and rural areas, reintegration of’ former soldiers with the society, ‘and
;training of police officers. Similarly, Iraq was to-receive . fundrng in.the amount ,of '
‘PLN" 750,000 (PLN600,000:in 2004) for projects.related to:the following issues-
*(apart from those discussed earlier); training of lawyers, police officers and prison
.guards, assistance in adjustlng the existing infrastructure to the needs of the disabled.

~The amount’ of PLN 350,000 was earmarked for the Palestrman Authorrty for fund--
.ing shelter, provrdmg potable water and samtary facrhtles, and expandmg adxmmstra- )

tron structures. 7.

:Actlvrtres of Pohsh NGOs carned out m BMENA countrles were focused above all
on offenng development aid to Iraq, Sudan and Afghamstan Caritas Polska Polish
3Med1cal Mission and Pollsh Humamtanan Orgamzatron (PAH) played the part of the o
-most active aid providers, - '

Cantas Polska was a rnedlcal "ard provrder to Afghamstan Sudan and Iraq,

\ where a clrmc was opened in Al-Hrllah consultmg rooms-at. orphanages and chmcs, :
: m Al Hurr near Karbala and Al—Kut wlnch serve a 30-thousand commumty

e In 2005 other pnonty states were to receive more fundmg "Georgia = ZPLN15 mrlhon Moldova- PLN

- -1 million, Vietnam — PLN Imillion. Angola was to receive PLN 500,000 Moreover, BMENA countries were not’ . -

meant to be the recrplents of aid targeted at countries which are in the penod of transformanon (PLN 7,975,000). .
Data: lnformac;a nt. pomocy rozwojowej udzielonej przez' Polske' w 2004 r.,’1 VII 2005, www.msz.gov.pl/Po

“moc. rozwo_| owa.udziclona.przez.Polske.w.2004.1..1772.ktml; Polska wspélpraca na rzecz rozwoju — raport roczny
"2004..., pp.-29-31; Ramowy plan dzialan pomocowych MSZ na rok 2005 WWW. msz. gov pVPomoc rozwo;owa
‘udzrelona przez.Polske.w.2004.r.:1772.html.-

'* Data on this part Actmty of PoIrsh NGO sAbroad CD versron, “Grupa Zagramca” IX 2005
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The Polish Medlcal Mlssmn was active. in Afghamstan, where it run a project

. ,to restore 1nfrastructure ‘and medlcal assrstance in Mazar-i: Sharlf The ﬁrst team was -

‘dlspatched to: Afghanlstan in December 2002. Thanks to the .co-operation: :with the

'UNHCR - and the Polish government; the team" was:able to: establish the clinics in.

Quetta, Chaman Nushkt and Kandahar, which- serve:80 women ‘and infants daily.
The Polish Medical Mission provided these clinics with medical equlpment and sup-
plies.: Furthermore four ambulances. funded by the Mlssmn were dehvered to the
Mazar-l Sharrf rescue SEIVICE. it iigid it sinh ‘ by
The Polish Humanitarian Orgamzatlon (PAH) has mamtamed an ofﬁce in- Ka-
bul since 2002. Bétween 2003 and 2005 it participated in reconstructlon of the Agri-
~ cultural College. ‘Furthermore, it also participated in several projects in Iraq aimed at
~ restoration -of schools in the provinces. of Babil and’ Wasit.“Altogether 16 schools,

7 youth centers and 3 sports centers were ‘refurbished and equipped. ‘Moreover,

6 water intakes were fixed and 8 further schools were built.” A’ number of children

were granted holidays at ‘Al-Hillah. Between November 2003 ‘and March 2004 the

‘Organization participated in reﬁttmg the water punﬁcatlon station in"the Babil area.
Unfortunately, Polish personnel had to leave for Poland'i in May 2004 because of the
detenoratmg security in Iraq. The Orgamzatlon however, remained active in Sudan.

" Among the lesser known Polish aid organization s the African Missions As-
sociation, which'was active in Morocco and several sub Saharan states. Its personnel

S prov1ded training and basic educatton, partlcularly in the ﬁeld of agnculture They _
: 'also promoted dialog with Islam and traditionial African cults.’ . '

“Moreover, a number of Polish NGOs (Lech Walesa Instltute and the Assocra-

-~ tion ‘School for- Leaders ) came up with training pI'Q]eCtS for somal ‘workers from"

Arab’ countries sich’as Iraq or Palestine; almed at’ bulldmg civil’ soc1ety structures
and supportmg democratic change. -

- Yet another type of activities carried out by NGOs is the exchange of experi- ‘

ence in restructurmg and economic modernization of the country by organizing con-

) ferences and preparing expert reports. Initiatives 1mplemented by the Centre for So-
c1al and Economic Research (CASE) for the benefit of Iraq are a good example

To recapltulate Poland is beglnmng to play an’active role i in the BMENA re-

glon Development of co- operat1on is hindered by certain. obstacles ~ most notably

an unfnendly approach of some Polish- orgamzatlons and limited matenal (small‘

-number of diplomatic posts) and financial capabilities of Poland. Too many Polish
’ .orgamzatlons are simply afraid of dealmg with the’ BMENA states ‘because of the
high risk of such involvement caused by pohtlcal or economic 1nstab111ty, or ultl-
- mately lack of understandmg of dlfferent cultures. The main constraint in Poland’
humanitarian’ activities in- BMENA 'is the ‘lack’ of dedicated government agency,
which promotes development and provides aid to developmg countries. However, it
is probable that the number of Poland’s 1n1t1at1ves m the BMENA reglon w1ll be
growmg in the next years L : . .

. 1 Cf e.g: B. Kammskl, Economtc Regmze Jor lraq the Forexgn Trade Perspectxvc, Studles and
;Analyses (Centre for Social and Economic Research CASE), 2003, No. 259, Warszawa

/
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Prospects for, action. Exarnble of eo-operation'within‘v-at and WRt‘h_Turkey e

_ Poland’s contrrbutron to BMENA

In the commg years Poland may offer 1ts contnbutlon to b1- and multrlateral mrtla—

tives-aiming at stabilization, democratization and- modemrzatlon of BMENA coun~

tries, -above ‘all those: pursued within- Forum for the Future.*® :Despite limitations:

'mentroned earlier, this is possible thanks to Poland’s’ reliable experts’ base compns-“
ing engineers, medical staff, teachers and academics, operating ‘archaeological sta-.

tions, training and research :institutions and orgamzatlons promoting co-operanon

between entrepreneurs ‘and local authorities (such as the Mixed Committee in Iran),

historical expenence in relations with BMENA countries, functioning of a' Muslim

community in Poland, respect and tolerance for foreign cultures, religions and sys-

tems of values, rooted in tradition, prev1ously discussed active culture, research con-;

tacts and par’ucrpatron of many graduates of Polrsh umversrtres m the state apparatus‘

‘ of the region’s countries. : : :
:‘Polandis  keen: on supportlng pohtlcal and economic’ reforms in BMENA% E

. countrles Nonetheless,;lt is of the opinion that gradual democratization should be
" accompanied by respect for cultural-and historical differences present in the region:
Reforms must not be imposed by foreign partners; instead they:should be prepared:
by. domestic ' decision makers: in the country-in-question.. Considering this, Poland: -

. could participate in initiatives carried out among others by Forum for the Future in®

order to support:BMENA: states: by : providing: them. with appropnate human re-
sources infrastructure and funds necessary to implement these reforms. SN
= Possible areas of Poland’s involvement are roughly defined in the Strategy for‘
Poland’s development co-operation. In the case of both political initiatives — chiefly
" democratization‘and building administration structures at:national and local level:
- (within Forum for the Future these include: Democracy Assistance Dialogue, DAD
and Civil Society Dialogue) and educational and econormic projects’ (whlch relate to

- the remaining other activities areas within the Forum), with its experience in political’

transformation and political and economic reforms Poland: could share its-expertise
. in these matters’ with BMENA states: (Algeria:and” Egypt are:among’ the countries ,
,whrch clearly expect this type of assistance from Poland ") Another initiative worth

S JOlmng is the Fund for the Future, a fund which supports small and medium enter-

prises, and is based on an American fund addressed to Central and Eastern Europe.?

o Poland’s role could consist in ralsrng the level of knowledge SleS and quahﬁcatrons :

: Sl See'on the Forum: Broader MlddIe East and North Afru:a lmnalzve Makes Progress, Fact Sheet Bu-- :
- reau of Near Eastem Affairs, Washrngton DC, 19 VII 2005, www.state.gov/p/nea/rls/49781.htm. . :
. - % Cf.1. Nafie, Lessons in Transformation, “Al-Ahram-Weekly On-line”, 31 V=6 VI 2001, Issue No. .
536 WWW, weckly.ahram.org. engOOl/S36/opl htm, also Strategza RP w odmeszemu do pozaeuropejskich krajow =
rozwyach;ch sie...; pp. 42-43; ;
. 'See: D, Shelby, Forum for the Future Promoter Democracy, Job Creatwn, www. usrnfo state. gov/me'
: nalArchwe/2005/Novl 12-179438 html. L R g i .


http://www.state.gov/p/nea/rls/49781.htm
http://www.wcckly.ahram.org.eg/2001/536/opl.htm
http://www.usinfo.state.gov/me
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- of various groups of residents of BMENA states. This:could be done by training
*administration and local government officials, managers and entrepreneurs, medical
- staff, police officers, lawyers, technicians in maritime industry, etc. Poland could
* also offer expert assistance, especially in the area of building civil society, good gov-
ernance, crisis management, respect for human nghts .building . 1ndependent media

and’ ‘information society, technical assistance, preparing economic analyses and. ex-.
 pert reports. Furthetmore, Poland could prepare and carry. out investment projects in

individual countries, e.g. by implementing. consulting services and transfer of' the
know-how. It is also able to train students and doctoral students in order.to enstre

transfer of knowledge to: BMENA countries and support educational,refor_‘ms there.:
- Material support in the form of supplies of equipment to schools, hospitals, etc. as
~ " well as financial aid — if available — is also foreseen. Equally important is ass1stance

:in protectlon of cultural heritage (the role of Polish archaeological stations). - :
- During the Fifth Euro-Mediterranean Speakers Conference, which took place'

“in November 2005, the ‘Speaker. of the Senate, Bogdan Borusewicz, discussed. pros-
pects for reinforcing Poland’s presence in the region as part of EU activities:.“Poland

supports: cross-cultural and cross-religious dialogue. within the Barcelona Process.’

Apart from research and cultural contacts we will focus on joining activities. aimed at

protection and development of democracy and respect for human rights.. Of equal

“importance are-projects designed to fac1htate the process of socio-political reforms
and' 1mplementatron of efficient govemance strategles ‘We are willing to-share our.

- experience ‘with our - Medrterranean partners also in the area of: professional .and
socio-political: development of . women, rernforcement of civil  society - structures,’

combatrng corruption and promotron of mdependent Joumahsm Improvement : of co-:

operation in these areas will enable the Mediterranean region as a whole to regam its

‘role of a ploneer of cultural development which long ago: initiated the European civi-

lization. Let us remember that interaction between Europe and the remaining part of -

_ the ‘region-is’ beneﬁcral to: both sides; it ennches our experience, makes us more
“aware of the roots of our tradrtlon and .even- today, although we keep hearmg of
tiredness- and decline of European crvrlrzatron it may channel new energy and grve
1mpetus to our development

-Our NATO membershrp brought about new opportumtres Poland’s current’

rmhtary co-operatlon is particularly.intensive with Iraq and Algena ‘which is a result
' of our involvement in the ﬁrst and comprehensive co-operation programme carried
. out. wrth the latter country, among others, within NATO’s Medrterranean Partner-
 ship. Poland is also able to use its experience in restructuring and: modenuzmg the
armed . forces Moreover, Pohsh ‘government presented several projects aiming at.
. ellmlnatron of ‘weapons of ‘mass destruction kept in arsenals i in a'number of Arab

countries and offered ass1stance in transforming munitions factorres into c1v11 mdus- :

tnal plants, Srmllar proposals are submltted ona regular bas1s For instance, the gov-

= Website of the PolishvSena'te: 4ww’\v.se'nat.g\ov.pl. o


http://www.senat.gov.pl
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ernment expects Libya to respond positively to the offer of transforming the capaci-
ties and output of some munitions factories into civil industrial production.® . . -

Possxble co-operatlon w1th V4 states and Turkey I

'Poland’s development axd stratcgy conﬁrms that Central and Eastem European states i
~ can collaborate closely, also’ as' EU:members;: in*carrying:-out joint aid: projects in
third countries.” ThlS is also the case with the Vysehrad Group countries. A-brief

analysis ‘of these countries’-actions and ‘plans focused ‘solely on development ‘aid - |

reveals that within both: regxonal co-operation and EU level activities there may: be
areas:of joint participation in initiatives targeted at- 'BMENA.? In their development
aid strategy all four Vysehrad Group: countries. prioritized-most of  the -elements
which had been mentioned as potential Polish contribution.. All of them have certain
experience in political transformation and are willing to" share their expertise with
third countries.: Doing so, they intend to support political reforms aimed at democra-
tization and creation of administration structures:at national.and local level and eco-
nomic reforms (privatization, etc.): Inthe former case Poland might, for instance,
join Hungary‘(and Turkey) and become .involved in- activities’carried out by the
Foundatzon Jfor the Future, an organization which supports the creation of civil soci-
ety.”’- Furthermore, ‘all: V4 states show interest- in activities such as-assistance in ex-
panding the infrastructure, transfer of knowledge and support for educatlon, research
and health care through training, consultancy and expert assistance. Thus, it seems
that co-operatlon within the Forum for the Future, focused on the above mentioned
areas, is possible especially in the case of DAD szzl Soczety Dtalogue, promotlon
of education and counteracting 1lhteracy :
= Turkey is particularly active as far as these areas are concemed which makes _
V4’s co-operatxon with Turkey within the Forum possible. It should be noted here
that Turkey is DAD’s Govemment Sponsor: responsrble for the issue of women’s:
‘rights and pamclpatlon of women in public life.?® As said earlier, Poland is interested
in granting help in promoting professional careers of women and i improving their
socxo-polltlcal involvement in public life in Mediterranean states. Joint actions of V4 '
and Turkey targeted at BMENA might be focused on a certain group of this region’s
- states. Support. for Afghamstan is a priority in initiatives carried out by all Vy3ehrad
Group countries. Most of them also prioritize help for the Palestinian Authority and |
Iraq, where for some time Turkey was active as well. Apart from its’ par’acrpatlon in

Tueg Charakteo)styka kontakiéw wajskowych z Lrajam: PoInocnej Afrykr, Mmrstry of Natxonal Defence,
- International Cooperation Department, Warszawa 2006,
Lo 3 Cf. Strategia polskiej wspolpracy na rzecz rozwoju... .. . ‘ E ‘

% fbidem, See also: V. Bené, Rozvajovd pomoc a spalup: dea - vy-vy a perspekmy, SFPA Presov 2005
www.sfpa.sk/publ/Rozvojova_pomoc.pdf; . Rozvojové spolupidce 'a humanitarni pomoc, www.mzv.cz/wwwo/ -
" mzv/dcfault.asp?ido=329&amb=1&idj=1&ikony=False; Hungarian Policy For International Development Coop- :
eration (IDC), www.mfa.gov.hwkum/en/bal/forcign_policy/ mtcmatlonal_dcvclopmcnt/xdc htm. - .

z See D. Shelby, Forum for the Future Promotes Democracy, Job Creation... t o

2 Sce: Report on the Initiatives Undertakeri in the Framework of Democracy Assutance Dxangue 2005
www. fco gov uk/Flles/kﬂle/Bahram%ZO-%ZODAD%ZOReport%202005 .pdf. e T


http://www.sfpa.sk/pufal/Rozvojova_pomoc.pdf
http://www.mzv.cz/wwwo/
http://www.mfa.gov.hu/kum/cn/bal/forcign_policy/
http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/Bahrain%20-%20DAD%20Report%202005.pdf
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ISAF, Turkey trains: SOldlCl‘S and pollce officers in- Afghamstan ‘and carries out re-
construction projects in'areas such-as education, agrrculture and the building sector.
__In the Palestinian Authority it supports the construction of infrastructure and educa-
“tional ‘and . health care institutions. It also helps in conducting economic reforms;
“among others, through the Ankara Forum and the Turkish Agency for Co-operation -
- and Development, by supporting the reform of public finances and’ development of
tourism:and agriculture. Moreover,-it.trains police forces and funds grants for stu-
dents. In Iraq: Turkey grants humanitarian aid and initiates’ activities aimed at stabili-

- zation of the state. It also’ supports political changes, among others, by organizing

seminars and meetings: for Iraqi’ political parties to discuss’ problems of democratic
institutions, procedures of adopting-legal. acts: and. organizing elections, economic

. reconstruction of the country by supporting the “Nerghbourhood Forum™, i.e. consul-

tancy between’ representatlves of Iraq and its nerghbours ‘The V4 states could co-
operate with Turkey in carrying out 1mt1at1ves in all these areas whrch let us remems-. .
‘ ber, are comprised by.the Forum. :: :
‘ - Turkey and Poland, as well as other Vysehrad Group countnes stnve for stabr-
: lrzatlon of BMENA - states.  Herce, - their . collaboration : within the ‘Istanbul Co-
* operation Initiative (ICI); which- operates within NATO, seems to be possible. This
Initiative is targeted at BMENA and aims, among others, at counteracting terrorism;
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and smuggling of drugs -arms and hu-
mans, disaster prevention, training, partrcrpatron in NATO exercrses consultancy in
defence and cml-rmhtary relatrons R T L P ETNES D SR R T

 Cf, Die tiirkische Auﬂen;;olrtrlr (Syho;rsrs) wwuv/‘ teberlinbe. de/de/eusserruolruk/synopsrs htm.
© .73 See: N.de Santis, Otwieranie si¢ na region $rodziemnomorski i szerzej rozumiany Bliski Wschod,
“NATO szeglqd Autumn 2004, www.nato. mt/docu/revrew/2004lrssue3/polrsh/art4_pr html. . :



http://www.tcberlinbe.de/de/aussenpolitik/synopsis.htm
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2004/issue3/polish/art4_pr.html

