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Introduction

The date of establishment of the modern Belarusian army is considered to be No-
vember 3, 1992, when the law On Armed Forces of the Republic of Belarus was
adopted®. Serving as a legal base, the document describes in general the structure
and command of armed forces and interaction with other military formations. More-
over, it determines recruitment to the army that takes place through general con-
scription with the possibility of contract service also provided. More detailed is the
law On conscription and military service, according to which service in the army is
performed by physically fit male citizens in the age of 18-27 for the period of 6-18
months depending on their education level and profile®. According to the data from
2019, there are 45,500 of active personnel and 300,000 of reserve personnel, with
annually almost 100,000 reaching military age®. Respectively about 40,000 were sub-
ject to a call to the draft board in the spring of 2019. However, more than 20,000 de-
ferments were granted, most of which (more than 80%) are deferments for contin-
uing education®.

3aKoH 0 Boopy:keHHbix Cunax Pecnybivkm benapyco, 3.11.1992, http://www.pravo.by/document/?

guid=3871&p0=V19201904 [accessed: 11.06.2019].

2 3aKOH O BOMHCKOW 06A3aHHOCTU M BOMHCKOM cay»be, 5.11.1992, http://www.pravo.by/document/?
guid=3961&p0=V19201914 [accessed: 16.06.2019].

3 ‘Belarus Military Strength 2019’, Global Firepower, https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-mili-

tary-strength-detail.asp?country_id=belarus#manpower [accessed: 21.06.2019].

Numbers for autumn of 2019 are not available yet. ‘Hayanacb oTnpaBKa B BoOWcCKa rpaxaaH, npu-

3BaHHbIX Ha CPOYHYIO BOEHHyl cayxby, MuHuUcTepcTBo 060pOHbI Pecnybnuku benapychb,
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Nevertheless, the Belarusian authorities are beginning to worry about the drop in
the number of recruits being drafted into the army. There are several causes of such
situation, with decreasing demographic growth most of all, but the Ministry of De-
fense sees it also in the largest number of categories of citizens (47) who, in accord-
ance with the legislation, are not called up for service in the army or service in re-
serve. In view of the current situation, the authorities realized that appropriate steps
preventing the downward trend have to be taken. On the one hand, they decided to
reduce the number of deferments and, on the other, they introduced a number of fa-
cilities aimed at encouraging citizens to serve in the army®. Although making predic-
tions is difficult at the moment, it seems that the combination of positive and nega-
tive actions may bring expected results in the following years.

Taking into account the above trends, appropriate education seems to be an
extremely important issue, as qualifications of military personnel are directly re-
flected in the field of combat capabilities of the army. So far, however, not much
attention has been devoted to Belarusian military issues in the literature, as, espe-
cially now, activities of the Russian Federation and transformation in Ukraine seem
to be more important topics. Nonetheless, military issues together with the re-
lated social, political and economic situation of the Republic of Belarus should be
an important element of Polish authorities’ interest, as well as shape the broader
debate on eastern policy which in the light of current trends cannot be underesti-
mated. For that reasons the purpose of this article is to analyze the military educa-
tion system in the Republic of Belarus, attempting to present a part of this complex
subject. The method used in the article will be system analysis, supported by con-
tent analysis and quantitative methods.

National educational system

Educational system in the Republic of Belarus is divided into several levels: 1) pre-
school education — not obligatory, 2) general basic education — 9 years, 3) general
secondary education — 11 years, 4) vocational and specialized secondary education —
1-4 years, depending on previous education level and type, and 5) higher educa-
tion — first cycle 4-6 years, second cycle 1-2 years®, however military profiles are
available at third and fifth levels of education only.

15.05.2019, https://www.mil.by/ru/news/86940 [accessed: 22.06.2019]. For 2018 those numbers
were: 1) spring call — 45,000 subject to a call, 20,000 deferments granted (85% for education rea-
sons), 10,000 planned to recruit to the armed forces and 500 for service in reserve; 2) autumn call -
70,000 subject to a call, 25,000 deferments granted (more than 85% for education reasons), 13,000
planned to recruit to the armed forces. ‘Hayanacb oTnpasKa rpaskaaH, NPM3BaHHbIX HA CPOYHYHO
BOEHHYI0 Cyx6y, B BoicKka', MuHucTepcTeo o6opoHbl Pecnybavku Benapycs, 15.05.2018, https://
www.mil.by/ru/news/74286 [accessed: 22.06.2019]; ‘Hauanacb oTnpasKa rpax/aaH, Npu3BaHHbIX Ha
CPOYHYIO BOEHHYIO C/yKbY, cnyxKby B pesepse’, MuHucTepcTBO 060poHbI Pecnybnnku Benapycs,
15.11.2018, https://www.mil.by/ru/news/80402 [accessed: 22.06.2019].

‘O BO3MOKHbIX M3MEHEHUAX B BOMPOCax NpusbliBa B Boopy:keHHble Cunbl’, MUHUCTEPCTBO O6OPOHBI
Pecnybavku Benapycs, 5.03.2019, https://www.mil.by/ru/news/84918 [accessed: 22.06.2019].

©  Kopekc Pecnybaunku benapycb 06 o6pasosanum, 13.01.2011, http://www.pravo.by/document/?gui

d=3871&p0=hk1100243 [accessed: 22.06.2019].
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The axis of military education in the Republic of Belarus are educational institu-
tions that provide education in the military profile only.

Table 1. Military educational institutions of the Republic of Belarus

. Date Duration | Admission
Educational . Number of
institution (type) Faculty of estab- | ofeduca- | figures for raduates
P lishment | tion 2019" |
Military Academy of
the Republic of Be-
) 1995 4 years 412 14,0007
larus (higher educa-
tion level)
General Military Faculty 98
Faculty of Missile Forces
and Artillery and Missile- 63
-Artillery Armament
Faculty of Communica-
tions and Automated 69
Control Systems
Faculty of Air Defense 60
Faculty of Military Intel- -
ligence
Faculty of Aviation 45
Not
Faculty of Internal Troops .
applicable
Minsk Suvorov
Military School Not
v , 1953 5 years ) 13,000
(secondary education available
level)

Y Data for formations other than Armed Forces not included. 2 Women have been recruited since 2002.

Source: Own elaboration based on the data from the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Belarus, as
well as respective educational institutions.

The data presented above should be supplemented with 8 cadet schools (and
1 cadet profile class)’ that aim to prepare citizens for service in the army. They op-
erate at a secondary level with admission possible after completing the seventh
grade and education lasting 4 years®.

Nevertheless, military education in the Republic of Belarus is also carried out in
civilian educational institutions, in specially designated faculties.

‘YuebHble 3aBegeHus’, ObuiectBeHHOe obbeanHeHWe ,benopycckuii coto3 cyBOpoBLEB U KageTt”,
http://belkadet.by/uchebnye-zavedeniya [accessed: 26.06.2019].

Ykas MNpe3unaerta Pecnybavku benapych ,,0 KageTckmx yunauwax”, 28.01.2010, http://pravo.by/docu
ment/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2010-28/2010-28(004-011).pdf&oldDocPage=5 [accessed: 26.06.2019].
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Table 2. Military faculties in educational institutions of the Republic of Belarus

Educational institution Faculty Date of Duration Admission figure | Number of
establishment for 2019Y graduates
Belarusian State University Military Not
1926 4-5 years 37 .
Faculty available
Belarusian National Technical Military Tech- ca. 1,500
. . 19332 4-5 years 70
University nical Faculty per year®
Belarusian State University of In- | Military ca. 30-40
. ) . 19649 4 years 49
formatics and Radioelectronics Faculty per year®
Belarusian State Medical Military Medi-
o Aary 1995 | 6years 2 4339
University cine Faculty
Belarusian State Academy Military
. 19747 4-5 years 23 1179
of Aviation Faculty
Belarusian State University Military Trans-
1953° 4 years 23 201
of Transport port Faculty
Yanka Kupala State Universit Milita
P Y i 1940 | 4-5 years 2 2,941
of Grodno Faculty

Y Data for formations other than Armed Forces not included. ? Renamed in 2003. Before: Military Faculty.
3 Data for the university applicable from 1974. % Military training from 2004. * There were 34 graduates in
2018, and another 35 in 2019. ‘tO6uneliHbIl BbiNycK oduLepoB BoeHHOro dakynsteTa BIYUP coctoanca
B My3ee Benukoit OtevectseHHoM BolHbl', BIYWP, 5.02.2018, https://www.bsuir.by/ru/news/100980-yu-
bileynyy--10-y-vypusk-ofitserov-voennogo-fakulteta-bguir-sostoyalsya-v-muzee-velikoy-otechestven-
noy-voyny [accessed: 23.06.2019]; ‘Ha BoeHHOM ¢akynbTeTe B BIYUP cocToanca odepeaHon, oAMHHaA-
LaTblii BbINYCK NleTeHaHTOB’, MuHMcTepcTBO 060poHbI Pecnybnnku benapycs, 4.02.2019, https://www.
mil.by/ru/news/82715 [accessed: 23.06.2019]. © From 2006 a course lasting 6 months and preparing for
the profession of a feldsher is available. It has 68 graduates. ” Military training was introduced a year
later. ® Data available for years 2010-2015. ® Renamed in 2003. Before: Military Faculty. *® According to
information on “alumni distribution” 20 people from Military Transport Faculty took obligatory employ-
ment after graduation. ‘PacnpesgeneHvie BbINyCKHUKOB — Aopora oTKpbiTa’, benlYT, 22.04.2019, http://
www.bsut.by/news/3843-raspredelenie-vypusknikov-doroga-otkryta [accessed: 23.06.2019]. *¥ Mili-
tary training from 2005. *? This number includes: 265 personnel officers, 981 reserve officers, and 1,695
junior commanders. ‘B Tpl'Y umenun AHKM Kynanel otnpasgHosanu 100-netme BoopysKeHHbIx Cun Pe-
cnybavku benapycy’, TplY um. A. Kynanbl, 22.02.2018, https://mil.grsu.by/index.php?option=com_con-
tent&view=article&id=341:v-grgu-imeni-yanki-kupaly-otprazdnovali-100-letie-vooruzhennykh-sil-res-
publiki-belarus&catid=11&Itemid=101 [accessed: 23.06.2019].

Source: own elaboration based on the data from the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Belarus, as
well as official websites of respective educational institutions.

It would seem that the military education system in the Republic of Belarus is
quite developed. Researchers, however, stress the necessity of its reform. First of
all, they point out the need for comprehensive and practice-oriented research in
military sphere, that in turn is necessary to adapt the training content to the spe-
cific needs of armed forces. Above all, the scope of educational programs should
be extended to the expertize in the field of modern weapon systems as well as new
types of wars. In this respect network centric operations seems to be an important
topic, as it includes not only the widespread use of network technology, but also
the emergence of new ways of command. On the other hand, it is necessary to
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have a closer look at the teaching process itself. In this case, there is a huge need
to increase efficiency and attractiveness in conducting educational activities by im-
plementing scenario-based games and use of new technologies, including various
programs and methods of distance learning. Additionally, emphasis on language
skills should be put on due to the growing specialists’ cooperation at the global
level and various training possibilities that foster the processes of knowledge ex-
change and learning®.

Military education cooperation
with the Russian Federation

The Republic of Belarus provides an opportunity for its citizens to acquire military
education abroad. This practice is common in many countries, but in the case of
the Republic of Belarus it has a special character due to close ties with the Russian
Federation. The Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation have concluded
agreements that regulate student’s admission to universities. On this ground, it
is possible to apply on the same terms as citizens of a concerned state and study
free of charge'®. Even though admission rules to military educational institutions
are regulated separately, students were provided with a wide range of opportuni-
ties. Basically, Belarusian cadets enjoy the same rights in military education as Rus-
sians, so they have a special status in comparison to other third states cadets stud-
ying in the Russian Federation®*. The teaching process of Belarussians and Russians
takes place in joint groups, thus the citizens of both countries have equal access to
training programs as well as secret information.

OpraHu3aLmaA NoAroTOBKM Hay4HbIX KagpoB BbiCLUEel KBaIMPUKALMY B YCIOBUAX MHHOBALMOHHBIX Npe-
06pa3oBaHuMii Ha BoeHHOM dakynbTeTe, ed. by C.H. KacaHuH, [1.B. Kosblnos, C.M. MackpobKa, P.A. Mpa-
aycos, C.H. Epmak, O.A. KazaueHok, MuHck 2015, https://www.bsuir.by/m/12_100229_1 96046.pdf
[accessed: 5.07.2019]; MeTogonorna moaepHM3aLUMm BOEHHO-UHKEHEPHOTO 06pa3oBaHUA Ha BO-
€HHbIX daKy/ibTeTax yupexaeHnii Bbicluero obpasosaHua. Metoguyeckoe nocobue, ed. by H.M. Ce-
NMBOHUMK, MuHck 2015, https://rep.bntu.by/bitstream/handle/data/14624Metoaonorna%20mo-
AepHusaunn%20BoeHHoro%2006pasosanua.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y [accessed 6.07.2019];
B.®. Tameno, H0.B. KocTko, ‘KOMNETEHTHOCTHbIN NOAX04, B NOAFOTOBKE BOEHHbIX CMELMANINCTOB ANS
BOOPYKeHHbIX cu Pecrybamkn Benapyck’, BecTHuk Akagemmnm BoeHHbix Hayk, Ne 4(21), 2007, http://
militaryarticle.ru/vestnik-akademii-voennykh-nauk/2007-vavn/10655-kompetentnostnyj-podhod-v-
podgotovke-voennyh [accessed: 5.07.2019].

1 CornaweHune o NpesoCTaBAeHUU PaBHbIX MPAB rpaxKAaHaM rocyfapcTs — yyacTHUKoB [orosopa 06
yrny6neHnn MHTErpaLmmn B SKOHOMUYECKON U rymaHuTapHoi obnactax ot 29 maprta 1996 roga Ha
nocTtynaeHue B ydebHble 3aBeseHus, 24.11.1998, http://www.russia.edu.ru/information/legal/law/
inter/1998 [accessed: 27.06.2019].

O peanusauuy coBMeCTHOM nporpammbl Coto3Horo rocypapcrea ,loarotoBka 6e1opycckux BoeH-
HOCNYKaLWMX B BOEHHO-y4ebHbIX 3aBeaeHnax MuHuctepctBa 060poHbl Poccuitickoit deaepaumn”,
2.10.2003, http://docs.cntd.ru/document/901879582 [accessed: 3.07.2019]; CornawieHne o noaro-
TOBKE BOEHHbIX KaZIpOB AA rocyaapcTe-uneHos OpraHusaumm [loroBopa o KonnektusHow 6esonac-
HocTu, 23.06.2005, http://docs.cntd.ru/document/902116836 [accessed: 3.07.2019].
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Table 3. Admission figures of Belarusian cadets to military schools of the Russian
Federation in 2019

Military school Admission figure
Ryazan Higher Airborne Command School 12
Mikhailovskaya Artillery Military Academy (St. Petersburg) 10
Tyumen Higher Military Engineering Command School 2
A.F. Mozhaysky Military Space Academy (St. Petersburg) 10
Yaroslavl Higher Military School of Air Defense (Yaroslavl) 5
Military University (Moscow) 8
Military Institute (Military Conductors) of the Military University (Moscow) 1
Military Academy of Military Air Defense of the Armed Forces of the Russian 3

Federation (Smolensk)

Military Institute (Railway Forces and Military Communications) of the 2
Military Academy of Material and Technical Support (Petrodvorets)

Military Academy of Communications (St. Petersburg) 5
Military Medical Academy (St. Petersburg) 2
Russian Air Force Military Educational and Scientific Center “Air Force 2
Academy named after Professor N. E. Zhukovsky and Y. A. Gagarin”

Cherepovets Higher Military Engineering School of Radio Electronics 11
Volsk Military Material Support Institute of the Army General A.V. Khrulyov 6

Military Academy of Material and Technical Support

Y Data for formations other than Armed Forces not included.

Source: Own elaboration based on the data from the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Belarus.

Based on the above table, we can see that almost a hundred Belarusian cadets
enroll at universities of the Russian Federation each year, and the number of cur-
rently studying cadets reaches in total over 400™. On a reciprocal basis Russian ca-
dets have the possibility to study in the Republic of Belarus, but there is no data
available neither on the number of Russians, nor the general number of places
provided for them®. Therefore, it seems legitimate to say that training in the Rus-
sian Federation is generally attractive for Belarusians. First of all, it guarantees high
level of education with more specialties, while at the same time it helps to reduce

12 ‘BoeHHoe coTpyaHuuectso’, Moconbeteo Pecnybavku benapych B Poccmitckoin depepaumm, http://

embassybel.ru/belarus-russia-relations/military/#science [accessed: 29.06.2019].

[orosop mexpay Poccuiickoii ®enepaumels n Pecnybnnkoii benapycb 0 BOEHHOM COTPYAHUYECTBE,
19.12.1997, http://www.mid.ru/foreign_policy/international_contracts/2_contract/-/storage-viewer/
bilateral/page-15/47428?_storageviewer WAR_storageviewerportlet_advancedSearch=false&_stor-
ageviewer_WAR_storageviewerportlet_keywords=%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%80%
D1%83%D1%81%D1%8C&_storageviewer_WAR_storageviewerportlet_fromPage=search&_stor-
ageviewer_WAR_storageviewerportlet_andOperator=1 [accessed: 3.07.2019]; ‘CBeaeHuss o0 BO3-
MOMHOCTU 0BYYEeHWA MHOCTPAHHbIX BOEHHbIX CMELMANINCTOB B BOEHHBIX Y4ebHbIX 3aBeaeHusx Pe-
cnybavku Benapyck’, MuHuctepcteo obopoHbl Pecnybavku Benapych, https://www.mil.by/ru/
education/other/3.php [accessed: 29.06.2019]; ‘BoeHHOE ¥ BOEHHO-TEXHUYECKOE COTPYAHNYECTBO’,
MoconbcTBo Poccmitckoi deaepaumnn B Pecnybnmke benapycs, https://belarus.mid.ru/ru/countries/
bilateral-relations/military-and-military-technical-cooperation [accessed: 3.07.2019].
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costs of education for Belarusian side. Studying in Russian Federation can also be
an interesting option to those Belarusian cadets who plan to recruit to the Russian
army in the future®®. The main reason for this phenomenon, however, is the higher
salary®.

At this point it should also be noted that the predominant language in the Re-
public of Belarus is Russian®. Undoubtedly, this simplifies the cooperation be-
tween the two countries as well as eliminates communication problems, including
the teaching process. Nevertheless, a given state of affairs is often pointed out as
a threat to Belarusian statehood. Proponents of this approach emphasize that the
national consciousness of Belarusians is relatively underdeveloped, and thus may
also affect their patriotic duties, including the loyalty in defense of their country®’.
Undoubtedly, the common Soviet past plays an important role in this respect, so as
the current Union State. Certainly, it is the Russian Federation that preserved dom-
inant role in security issues in the post-Soviet area, which, to some extent, may also

% According to law, Belarusians can recruit for contract service in Russia. Until recently it was pos-

sible to conclude multiple contracts. In May 2019, however, legal changes have been introduced,
therefore currently it is possible to conclude only one contract. Each subsequent contract is possible
only after obtaining Russian citizenship. O BHeceHUn n3meHeHwul B cTaTbi 34 1 40 depepanbHoOro
3aKoHa ,,0 BOMHCKOM 06A3aHHOCTM M BOeHHOM cayxkbe”, 29.05.2019, http://publication.pravo.gov.
ru/Document/View/0001201905290053?index=0&rangeSize=1 [accessed: 5.07.2019]. In this light,
a situation when in the end of 2018 Belarusians received e-mails encouraging them to take contract
service in the Russian army seems to be thought-provoking. ‘benopycbl nonyyatot nucbma ¢ npea-
NIO’KEHMEM MOWTU Ha CAyKBYy B POCCUMICKYIO apmuio. BepoaTHo, ato deitk’, bencat, 28.11.2018,
https://belsat.eu/ru/news/belorusy-poluchayut-pisma-s-predlozheniem-pojti-na-sluzhbu-v-rossij-
skuyu-armiyu-veroyatno-eto-fejk [accessed: 5.07.2019].

‘OeHexkHoe aoBonbcTBue’, MuHUcTepcTBO 060poHbI Poccuiickont ®epepaumm, http://sc.mil.ru/
fea/soc/to_mil-htm [accessed: 29.06.2019]; tO. faspunos, ‘Tipo goBonbeTBUE’, Poccuiickan raserta,
Ne 10(7473), 2018, https://rg.ru/2018/01/17/denezhnoe-dovolstvie-voennosluzhashchih-i-vyplaty-
otstavnikam-vyrosli.html [accessed: 29.06.2019]; ‘[leHekHOe [,OBONBLCTBME U MHble BbINAaTbl, Mu-
HUCTEPCTBO 060pOHbI Pecnybinkm Benapych, https://www.mil.by/ru/all_about/finance/#1 [ac-
cessed: 29.06.2019].

Although in the constitution of the Republic of Belarus, both Belarusian and Russian are defined as
state languages, over 60% of Belarusian society speaks Russian at home. PacnpocrtpaHeHue B Pe-
cnybavke Benapycb M obnactax 6enopycckoro U pycckoro A3blKoB, Mepenuch HaceneHus Pecny-
6n1km Benapycb 2009 roga, HaumoHanbHbIW cTaTUCTUYECKMIt KomuTeT Pecnybavku Benapycs, p. 1,
http://www.belstat.gov.by/upload-belstat/upload-belstat-pdf/perepis_2009/5.11-0.pdf [accessed:
26.06.2019]. It should be added that state documents or websites are mostly run in Russian, as is
teaching in schools.

Identity formation in the army is a topic in Belarusian newspapers, but the official position is clear on
this point. Quoting the words of Minister of Defense of the Republic of Belarus Andrei Ravkov “the
Armed Forces of the Republic of Belarus is the army of the Belarusian people”. ‘MuHo60poHbI onpo-
BepraeT MHPOPMaLMio O MpoBeAeHNM cpeamn oduLLepos onpoca 06 obbeanHeHun benapycv n Poc-
cun’, BENTA, 2.12.2016, https://www.belta.by/society/view/minoborony-oprovergaet-informatsiju-
o-provedenii-sredi-ofitserov-oprosa-ob-objedinenii-belarusi-i-221979-2016 [accessed: 23.10.2019].
Nevertheless, the recurring themes of identity and loyalty should lead to more extensive socio-po-
litical analysis in this context. Some remarks can be found in: A. LpaibmaH, ‘GeHomeH 6enopyc-
CKOW rocyapCTBEHHOCTM. YTO KaeT cuctemy JlykalleHKo’, MockoBckuit LieHTp KapHern, ntoHb 2017,
https://carnegie.ru/2017/05/31/ru-pub-70099 [accessed: 26.06.2019].
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be reflected in the policy of the Republic of Belarus®. However, it must be admitted
that there are no studies clearly indicating the possible attitude of Belarusians to
Russians in the event of military aggression by a “brother” neighbor.

Recent trends in military education system

As noted before, the Belarussian army is struggling with a drop in recruitment in-
terest. It is also reflected in cadets’ enrollment. For example, on average there is only
one candidate for the Military Academy per place®. Thus, not only conscription to
the armed forces, but also officer service in the Belarusian army is not attractive to
the majority of young people®. In such situation, it is difficult to speak about raising
the level of military education in the country as well as combat effectiveness of the
armed forces?. Especially taking into consideration latest statement of the Head of
the State Duma Defense Committee Vladimir Shamanov who stressed the high in-
terest of Russian youth in military training. According to the data he presented at the
briefing, the number of candidates for the first year of study at military educational
institutions in the Russian Federation ranged from 8 to 20 per place®.

In this context, discussions about implementing innovative reforms in educa-
tional process, which, as a consequence, should lead not only to increasing the
competences of cadets, but also to raising the academic level and qualifications of
lecturers, seem to be extremely important. Educational system very often remains
in the shadow of big investments such as purchases of new weapons and combat
equipment, but it must not be forgotten that in fact well-trained army remains one
of the key elements in ensuring security of the state.

In order to effectively achieve mentioned goals, specific actions at the state
level should be taken. Looking only at the most general indicators, Republic of
Belarus’s military expenditure for 2018 amounted to 1.3% of GDP?, reaching up

8 An interesting point on the subject of Belarus’s dependence on Russia in: [13. IBawbiH, ‘benapycb:
npoTeKTopaT Poccum Unm cyBepeHHoe rocyaapcTeeHHoe obpasosaHue?’, translated by K. KoteHko,
InformNapalm, 25.09.2015, https://informnapalm.org/12594-belarus-protektorat-rossyy [accessed:
4.07.2019].

MpoxoagHble 6annbl y abUTypreHToB Npu noctynieHun B BoeHHyto akagemuto 8 2018 roay, Mu-
HUCTepcTBO 060pOoHbI Pecnybnnku Benapych, https://varb.mil.by/conditions/conkurs [accessed:
4.07.2019].

The number of women in the army is falling as well. In 2014, 4,500 of them served, and four years
later only 4,000. Despite this, the number of women in positions of officers slightly increased, from
500 to 600 respectively. ‘*KeHwuHbl Ha cnyxbe OTevecty’, MuHUCTEPCTBO 060POHBI Pecnybinku
Benapycb, 5.03.2014, https://www.mil.by/ru/news/28421 [accessed: 5.07.2019]; ‘Ha cnyx6e OT-
eyectBy’, MuHuctepctBo 060opoHbl Pecnybaunku Benapycb, 6.03.2018, https://www.mil.by/ru/
news/72246 [accessed: 5.07.2019].

‘benopycckas apmusa: COBPEMEHHOE COCTOSIHUE W BbI30B KauyecTBEHHOW TpaHcdopmauuun’, ben-
cat, 23.02.2019, https://belsat.eu/ru/news/belorusskij-armiya-sovremennoe-sostoyanie-i-vyzov-
kachestvennoj-transformatsii [accessed: 4.07.2019].

‘(lamaHoB npurnacua MHOCTpaHLEB Ha obyyeHue B poccuiickue BoeHHble Bysbl, PUA Hosoctw,
11.03.2019, https://ria.ru/20190311/1551686670.html [accessed: 4.07.2019].

‘Military expenditure by country as percentage of gross domestic product, 1949-2018’, SIPRI,
https://www.sipri.org/databases/milex [accessed: 21.06.2019].
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to 31.9% of government spending®. For comparison, Poland’s military expendi-
ture for 2018 amounted to 2.0% of GDP*, being 4.8% of government spending?,
whereas Russian Federation’s indicators showed 3.9%?” and 11.4%?® respectively.
Consequently, suitable strategic and political decisions will have a positive impact
on the development of the potential of the armed forces only when combined
with the improvement of the economic situation of the Republic of Belarus. That,
in turn, will also strengthen further actions aimed at raising international signifi-
cance of the country itself.

Conclusions

Considering the above, military education in the Republic of Belarus faces numerous
challenges. The main task should be to increase admission thresholds for studies®.
Currently they remain at a relatively low level, which is directly related to the little
attractiveness of the military education as well as subsequent service in the armed
forces. Therefore, it is necessary to adapt education programs and teaching methods
to the challenges of modern military service. Belarusian authorities should also con-
sider ways to facilitate service in the armed forces. In this regard simple wage in-
crease does not seem to be sufficient, equally needed is significant change in the mil-
itary service conditions®.

However, the social perception of the armed forces requires more careful anal-
ysis. It is difficult, especially for a Polish researcher, to resist the generalizing ten-
dency that the authoritarian regime of Alexander Lukashenko is one of the main
reasons for the low interest in military service. Without proper sociological research
it is impossible to determine what part of society perceives this as a patriotic duty
and a kind of social ennoblement, and what part sees excessive politicization of
the armed forces as an ideological obstacle. Meanwhile, there is no doubt that
the principles on which the Belarusian regime is based are reflected in the army.

24 ‘Military expenditure by country as percentage of government spending, 1988-2018’, SIPRI, https://
www.sipri.org/databases/milex [accessed: 21.06.2019].

% ‘Military expenditure by country as percentage of gross...".

% ‘Military expenditure by country as percentage of government...".

27 ‘Military expenditure by country as percentage of gross...".

‘Military expenditure by country as percentage of government...".

2 All data on admission thresholds can be found on the websites of educational institutions. Although
they vary depending on the specialty, the thresholds are in general lower than in the case of civilian
fields of studly.

30 Forexample: 1) changes in privileges for those who completed compulsory service (currently subject
to a change) or concessions to those on duty, 2) elimination of bullying (Russian: aegoswwHa [de-
dovshchinal) of junior conscripts during their service in the army. ‘Cpok cpo4HoIt BOEHHOW Cy»K6bl
BK/IHOYAT B CTPax0BOW TPYA0BOW cTax — MuHo6opoHbl’, Sputnik Belarus, 19.10.2019, https://sputnik.
by/society/20191019/1043039551/Srok-srochnoy-voennoy-sluzhby-vklyuchat-v-strakhovoy-trudo-
voy-stazh--Minoborony.html [accessed: 23.10.2019]; A. XozaceBuy, ‘JlyKalleHKO NpU3HaN Haiu-
yve feA0BLLMHBI B apmun. Benopycsl TpebytoT oTcTaBKM MUHKUCTPA 060poHbI, HesaBucMmasn rasera,
16.10.2017, http://www.ng.ru/cis/2017-10-16/5_7095_belorus.html [accessed: 23.10.2019].
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Compulsory service shapes the attitude of subordination to power, which remains
an indispensable element of maintaining the authoritarian regime®.

From the point of view of the Polish state, exchange of information on the
armed forces, including education, with the Belarusian neighbor should remain
important. The potential in this regard, however, does not seem to be fully used,
especially, if we consider the possible interest of the Belarusian side in broadening
the knowledge about alternative educational approaches®.
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Panstwowy system ksztatcenia wojskowego
w Republice Biatorusi
Streszczenie

Wykwalifikowany personel sit zbrojnych stanowi niewatpliwie jeden z istotniejszych ele-
mentdw bezpieczenstwa panstwa. Jakkolwiek z punktu widzenia polskich wtadz kluczowa
pozostaje wspodtpraca z partnerami zachodnimi, obserwacja najnowszych trendéw w tej
dziedzinie powinna obejmowac mozliwie najwiekszg liczbe panstw. Dlatego tez autorka
zwrdcita uwage na stosunkowo stabo opracowany w polskiej literaturze system ksztat-
cenia wojskowego w Republice Biatorusi. W artykule scharakteryzowano wspotczesny
model edukacji, wskazano na kierunki jego rozwoju oraz uwypuklono najwieksze po-
trzeby. Analizie poddano takze wspétprace z Federacjg Rosyjskg. W badaniu zastosowano
metode systemowg wspartg analizg tresci i analizg ilosciowa.

Stowa kluczowe: system ksztatcenia wojskowego, sity zbrojne, Republika Biatorusi, Fede-
racja Rosyjska

National Military Education System in the Republic of Belarus
Abstract

Qualified personnel of the armed forces is undoubtedly one of the most important el-
ements of state security. Although from the Polish authorities’ point of view coopera-
tion with Western partners remains the key, observation of the latest trends in this field
should cover the largest possible number of countries. Therefore, the author drew at-
tention to the system of military education in the Republic of Belarus, which is relatively
poorly reflected in Polish literature. The article characterizes the modern education
model, indicates its development directions and highlights the greatest needs. The coop-
eration with the Russian Federation was also analyzed. The study was based on a system
method supported by content and quantitative analysis.

Key words: military education system, armed forces, Republic of Belarus, Russian Feder-
ation
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Staatliches System der militédrischen Bildung
in der Republik Belarus
Zusammenfassung

Ein qualifiziertes Personal der Streitkradfte ist zweifellos eins der bedeutenderen Ele-
mente der der nationalen Sicherheit. Allerdings aus Sicht der polnischen Behérden ist die
Zusammenarbeit mit den Partnern aus Westeuropa entscheidend, Beobachtung neue-
ster Trends auf diesem Gebiet soll méglichst grofRte Zahl der Lander umfassen. Deswegen
wies die Autorin auf das in der polnischen Literatur relativ schwach beschriebene System
der militarischen Bildung in der Republik Belarus hin. Im Artikel wurde das moderne Bil-
dungsmodel charakterisiert, es wurden die Entwicklungsrichtungen angegeben und die
grofSten Bedirfnisse hervorgehoben. Analysiert wurde auch die Zusammenarbeit mit der
Russischen Foderation. In der Untersuchung wurde die systematische, durch die Inhalts-
analyse und quantitative Analyse gestiitzte Methode angewandt.

Schliisselworter: System der militarischen Bildung, Streitkrafte, Republik Belarus, Russi-
sche Foderation

HauywoHanbHasi cucremMa BOEHHOIo 06pa3oBaHus
B Pecrny6suke benapyce
Pe3ome

KBannuounumpoBaHHbIN NepcoHan BOOPYKEHHbIX CU/, HECOMHEHHO, ABNSETCA OAHUM
M3 BaXKHEWLWWX 3/1eEMEHTOB roCyLapCTBEHHOM 6€30MacHOCTU. XOTA C TOYKM 3peHus
NONbCKMX B/IACTEN, COTPYAHNYECTBO C 3aMagHbIMU NAapTHEPAMM OCTAETCA K/OYEBbIM
HanpaBNeHWEeM, CYLLEeCTBYOLWME MUPOBbIE TEHAEHLMM YKa3bIBAOT HAa HEOHXOAMMOCTb
B3aMMOZENCTBMA KaK MOXKHO C BOMbLLIMM YMCIOM rocyaapcTs. MosTomy, aBTop obpa-
TUNa BHUMAHWE Ha cucTeMy BOEHHOro obpasosaHua B Pecnybanke benapycb, Kotopas
HEeLOCTaTOYHO 0bCyKAeHa B MOMbCKOM Hay4yHOM AnTepaTtype. B cTaTbe gaHa xapaKTe-
pPUCTUKA COBPEeMEeHHOW Mogenn 06pa3oBaHUs, YKasaHbl HamnpasBieHUsA ee PasBUTUSA
1 BblgeneHbl Hanbosee akTyasbHble NOTPEBHOCTU. MPOaHaNN3UPOBAHO TAKKe COTPYA-
HuyecTBO ¢ Poccuiickon degepaumeit. MccnepoBaHne OCHOBAHO Ha CUCTEMHOM Me-
ToAe, NOALEPKMBAEMOM KOHTEHT-aHA/IM30M M aHANIM30M KOIMYECTBEHHbIX AAHHbIX.
KnioueBble cnoBa: cuctema BOeHHOro o06pa3oBaHUA, BOOPYXKEHHble cuibl, Pecny-
6nuKa benapyco, Poccuiickaa degepaumn



